
Dear community member,

Reflect and Strengthen (R&S) is a grassroots collective of young working class women from the urban neighborhoods of Boston who take a holistic approach to organizing in order to create personal and social transformation. Our programming focuses are political education, healing from trauma, creative expression, community building, and organizing to end racial disparities in the juvenile justice system. We do this by nurturing sisterhood and solidarity, developing and implementing critical thinking skills and anti-oppressive power analyses, living our values in our community organizing, while celebrating our cultures and creativity.

Reflect & Strengthen invites you to participate in our process of giving thanks and recognition to women in Boston who have dedicated their energy, time and love to raise the quality of life for young, working-class, urban women in Boston declaring them “My Sister’s Keeper”. 

The “My Sister’s Keeper” award acknowledges an unsung she-ro who possesses remarkable leadership and vision, and has advanced opportunities for other young, working-class, urban women in Boston; an individual whose impact is widespread and deeply felt.  This woman has a concern for humanity and immense determination. Candidates should be actively working in their community, fighting injustice, supporting young sisters and creating lasting, positive change.

On October 22, 2011 at 6pm, Reflect & Strengthen will be holding our annual ‘My Sister’s Keeper Gala’ where we will be celebrating our 10th anniversary! At My Sister’s Keeper we will present the My Sister’s Keeper award while raising funds for our programming. We would like to cordially give appreciation and praise to the women that our community has chosen to award.

WE NEED YOUR INPUT! If you know a working-class woman who is from an urban neighborhood of Boston and has dedicated her efforts to other young sisters of her community, please consider nominating her. Nominations forms are attached and can be returned to us via mail or email. 

Thank you in advance for your time, consideration and participation in our nomination process. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at 617-442-2355. 

In Strength & Struggle,

Reflect & Strengthen

“My Sister’s Keeper” Award Nomination Form

1.   Nomination - 
About your nominee:
Name of nominee: ________________________________________________________________________

Organization/Affiliation:  ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: ________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number: 
Day
(____) ___________________   

Evening (____)__________________

About you:
Your name

_______________________________________________________________________

Organization/Affiliation:   _______________________________________________________________________

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: _______________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number: 
Day 
(____) _____________________   

Evening (____) ___________________

How do you know R&S?

“My Sister’s Keeper” Award Nomination Form (part 2)

2.   Background Information - 

Submit a typed statement including the following information:

· Your nominee’s biography and any relevant background information.
· A description of why your nominee should be considered as an award recipient and why you feel that she represents the mission and goals of Reflect & Strengthen. Please check out our brochure for more information about our organization.
· A description of your nominee’s accomplishments and commitment to young women in her community. 
3.   Testimonials - 

Submit the names, addresses and phone numbers of three people who are familiar with your nominee’s background and work.  Please include information about their relationship to the nominee.

Please mail or email your nomination materials to us by October 7, 2011:
Reflect & Strengthen

614 Columbia Rd. #R

Dorchester, MA 02125

rands@reflectandstrengthen.org 

For more information, please visit our web site at 

www.reflectandstrengthen.org

